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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 

Member for Mandurah to be Co-opted — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [10.30 am]: I move — 

That the member for Mandurah be co-opted to participate in the Economics and Industry Standing 
Committee’s follow-up inquiry into caravan parks. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.31 am]: This is a very important motion, and although the member for 
Mandurah is not in this place today, on his behalf I would like to suggest that he supports this initiative to co-opt 
him to the committee to participate in the inquiry into caravan parks. He has a great deal of interest in caravan 
parks because there are a number of them in his electorate, and some of them have been closed and people have, 
therefore, been thrown out of the places in which they lived. People losing their homes is a matter of great 
interest to the member for Mandurah, and he has campaigned very effectively to have this issue properly 
addressed. An examination of this issue incorporating the member for Mandurah’s extensive knowledge and 
clear commitment would be a good thing, and I am pleased that the government has proposed his co-option to 
the committee. On behalf of the member for Mandurah, I am sure he would accept.  

Admittedly, the member for Mandurah is probably a little discombobulated at the moment. His 
discombobulation would be very much brought about by the fact that, as I understand it, his lovely wife, Donna, 
is in the throes of or in the lead-up to providing him with another child, which is a technical explanation for 
giving birth! Today, he is about to become a father for the fourth time; therefore, putting him on to another 
committee with more work to do is probably a good thing from his point of view, because it will mean extensive 
travel away from home over the next few months. No doubt, he will be able to undertake his role as a father to 
four children, who I think are under five years old, from a distance. That might be a good thing from his point of 
view! If that committee is able to travel extensively, hopefully overseas, and hopefully for a couple of years, it 
might make his life a little bit easier. I wish, I am sure on behalf of all members, the member for Mandurah, his 
wife, Donna, and his three children—incorporating twins—all under the age of five, maybe even under the age 
of four, all the best with what lies ahead. I hope that the member for Mandurah and Donna are able to bring in 
their new child for a showing to all of us in the near future, and we hope that the events of the next day go well. 

Question put and passed. 
 


